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Stephen Milling
Bass
One of the world’s foremost interpreters of Wagner’s repertoire, Danish bass Stephen Milling is celebrated on the major international opera stages for the detail of his text and phrasing and his dramatically intense performances.  Strongly associated with the roles of Hagen and Gurnemanz, performances have taken him to Bayreuther Festspiele (Kirill Petrenko), Wiener Staatsoper (Sir Simon Rattle), Osterfestspiele Salzburg (Christian Thielemann), Royal Ballet & Opera (Sir Antonio Pappano) and Teatro Real (Pablo Heras-Casado). Other Wagner highlights include Hunding (Die Walküre) at the Metropolitan Opera, Daland (Der fliegende Holländer) at Bayerische Staatsoper and Royal Ballet & Opera (Henrik Nánási), and König Marke (Tristan und Isolde) at Staatsoper Unter den Linden (Daniel Barenboim).
 

Maintaining a broad and varied repertoire, Stephen Milling is in popular demand for his portrayal of Sarastro (Die Zauberflöte), appearances including at Royal Ballet & Opera, Bayerische Staatsoper, Wiener Staatsoper, Gran Teatre del Liceu and most recently at the Metropolitan Opera under the baton of Evan Rogister; and in Fidelio, he has been heard as Rocco at Teatro alla Scala, Gran Teatre del Liceu and as Don Fernando most recently at the Metropolitan Opera, including a live international broadcast as part of the ‘Live in HD’ series.  He has sung Filippo II (Don Carlos) at San Francisco Opera and Royal Danish Opera, Padre Guardiano (La forza del destino) at Semperoper Dresden and Palau de les Artes Reina Sofia, Kaija Saariaho’s Adriana Mater at Opéra national de Paris, Sparafucile (Rigoletto) at the Metropolitan Opera, and Prince Gremin (Eugene Onegin) at Den Norske Opera. 
During the 2025/26 season Stephen Milling makes his debut performances in the role of Doktor (Wozzeck) under the baton of Music Director Christian Thielemann in Andrea Breth’s gripping production at Staatsoper Unter den Linden and in staged concerts with Orquesta y Coro Nacional de España conducted by David Afkham, and returns to the Metropolitan Opera as the Priest in Simon Stone’s new staging of Saariaho’s Innocence conducted by Susanna Mälkki.  He appears as Arkel (Pelléas et Mélisande) back at Staatsoper Unter den Linden under François-Xavier Roth and sings Hunding in concert with Orchestre de Paris and Accademia di Santa Cecilia, both under the baton of Daniel Harding.
 
A distinguished concert artist, Stephen Milling has performed at Vienna’s Musikverein in performances of Schmidt’s Das Buch mit Sieben Siegeln under Ingo Metzmacher and with Berliner Philharmoniker in Verdi’s Messa da Requiem under the late Mariss Jansons; he has appeared with Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra in a European tour of Das Rheingold conducted by Yannick Nezét-Séguin, with the Dallas Symphony Orchestra under Fabio Luisi in concert performances of Die Walküre and, at the 2024 Grafenegg Music Festival, in Act III of Parsifal conducted by Roberto Paternostro.
 
Stephen Milling features on several CDs including Les Troyens with London Symphony Orchestra (Sir Colin Davis) and on DVD he stars in Der Ring des Nibelungen staged by La Fura dels Baus in Valencia, Parsifal from the Osterfestspiele Salzburg, Der Freischütz from Teatro alla Scala and, in three collaborations with Kasper Holten at the Royal Danish Opera The Copenhagen Ring, Tannhäuser and Maskarade. 
 
Trained at the Royal Danish Academy of Music, Stephen Milling joined the Royal Danish Opera in 1994 where he debuted several roles that have remained central to his repertoire. Two subsequent international debuts at Teatro alla Scala as Don Fernando (Fidelio) under Riccardo Muti and as Fasolt and Hunding in Seattle Opera’s Ring Cycle set him on the path towards today’s successful international career.
2025/26 season only. Please contact HarrisonParrott if you wish to edit this biography.


